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Ash Tree Identification 

Key Ash Tree Characteristics 

Opposite Branch Arrangements 
Buds, Leaves and Branches are 

directly across from one another 

Pinnately Compound Leaves 
Leaf made of lea�ets arranged in 
a line with one terminal lea�et.  

5-11 lea�ets per leaf 

Trees have an 
Upright, Oval Shape 

Diamond Patterned Bark 
Ridges and furrows form 
diamond shapes in older 
bark (green & white ash) 

Single Samara Fruit 
Seed surrounded by a 
dry, oar shaped wing  

Stout Twigs support 
prominent Brown Buds 

Fe
b 

1,
 2

01
2 

Pi
ct

ur
e 

Cr
ed

its
: D

av
id

 Ca
pp

ae
rt ,

 M
ic

hi
ga

n 
St

at
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
; K

ei
th

 K
an

ot
i, M

ai
ne

 F
or

es
t S

er
vi

ce
; J

os
ep

h 
O

’B
rie

n,
 U

SD
A

 
Fo

re
st

 S
er

vi
ce

; R
ob

er
t V

id
ék

i, D
or

on
ic

um
 K

ft
  B

ug
w

oo
d.

or
g  

Some lookalikes and their key di�erences:  
Norway Maple: Simple (not compound) lobed leaves, paired samara 
Box Elder: Purplish twigs, lobed terminal leaflet, paired samara 
Elderberry: Shrub, purple berries, large, white flowers 
Walnut, Hickory, Mountain-Ash: Alternate branching  
 
 

 

For more Emerald Ash Borer information and links go to http://nyis.info/eab   
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County
Contact (315 424-9485 or on the web extendondaga.org

http://nyis.info/eab
http://nyis.info/eab

