
Special Communication on Highly Parthenogenic Avian Influenza and Dairy-May 2, 2024  

Summary Notes from Janet:  

• At this time, there are no confirmed HPAI in beef or dairy cattle in New York State.  Vigilant 
monitoring by producers with fast communication to their veterinarian for testing of suspicious 
animals is crucial.  Veterinarians will collect samples and send to Cornell’s Animal Health 
Diagnostic Center (New York State’s certified National Animal Health Laboratory 
Network (NAHLN).  If their PCR testing indicates H5N1, USDA tests again to confirm.   

• Implement biosecurity measures on your farm NOW. Increased on farm biosecurity will help 
prevent an outbreak on your farm. See the biosecurity resources at 
https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/.  There are resources here in English and Spanish.  

• Get a PIN for your farm now:  New York To request a PIN call 518-457-3502 and ask for Ms. Erin 
Bond (preferred) or email the request to: erin.bond@agriculture.ny.gov 

• Pasteurized Milk is safe to drink.  Dairy Farmers in the states that have confirmed HPAI in dairy 
can visually see HPAI infected milk and are not sending it out for sale. The pasteurization process 
and equipment at each facility are inspected and monitored to ensure efficacy.  

The Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza virus remains a concern for New York farmers 
who are looking to protect their livestock while also maintaining consumer confidence of 

the food supply. This is why it is imperative to have the latest information about the 
outbreak that has affected dairy cows in other states.  

 
  

 

New York Farm Bureau (NYFB) and Northeast Dairy Producers Association (NEDPA) are 
jointly organizing a special webinar this Thursday, May 2 at noon in conjunction with 
Cornell CALS. Panelists will feature experts from Cornell, including PRO DAIRY and the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, along with state and dairy industry representatives. The 
goal is to provide you with important information to help make the best decisions for your 
farm, based on the latest science-backed data and guidance. 

 
  

 

Panelists 
 

  

 

• Dr. Tom Overton, Department Chair, Professor, Animal Science, Program 
Director, PRO-DAIRY   

• Dr. Elisha Frye, DVM, DACVPM, Assistant Professor of Practice, Veterinary 
Support Services, Animal Health Diagnostic Center, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Cornell University  

• Dr. Joy Bennett, DVM MPH DACVPM, Director, Division of Animal 
Industry, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets  

• Dr. Samuel D. Alcaine, Ph.D., Associate Professor - Dairy Fermentations, Food 
Science, Cornell University  

• Alan Bjerga, Executive Vice President, Communications and Industry Relations, 
National Milk Producers Association  

• NEDPA and NYFB staff 
 

  

 

https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/
tel:5184573502
mailto:erin.bond@agriculture.ny.gov


• Raw Milk and Raw Milk Cheeses have not been sufficiently tested yet for HPAI.  These products 
have bacterial health risks at all times.  

• Animals going to county fairs from within states that do not have positive cases will need a clean 
CVI within 10 days of the event. If animals are coming from out of state, they have to meet the 
federal order.  And, if the situation changes the requirements will change. 

The National Milk Producers website at https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/ has many practical 
resources for farmers. Many of these items are in English and Spanish.  

 

AVIAN INFLUENZA AND WILD BIRDS - RIGHT CLICK ON A LINK BELOW FOR 
THAT INFORMATION  

• USDA APHIS Avian Influenza and Wild Birds 
• Improving Biosecurity with Wildlife Management Practices: Preventing Access to Barns 

and Other Facilities 
• Improving Biosecurity with Wildlife Management Practices: Reducing Water Access 
• Improving Biosecurity with Wildlife Management Practices: Protecting Food Resources 
• Prevent Avian Influenza at Your Farm: Improve Your Biosecurity with Simple Wildlife 

Practices 

 

Beginning of presentations:  

 

 

https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/ai-wild-birds
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/wildlife_damage/fsc-hpai-wildlife-practices-prevent.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/wildlife_damage/fsc-hpai-wildlife-practices-prevent.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/wildlife_damage/fsc-hpai-wildlife-practices-reduce.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/wildlife_damage/fsc-hpai-wildlife-practices-protect.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/ai/hpaifactsheet_wildlife-biosecurity.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/animal_diseases/ai/hpaifactsheet_wildlife-biosecurity.pdf


 

 

• First Presentation by Dr. Dr. Joy Bennett, DVM MPH DACVPM, Director, Division of 
Animal Industry, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Cornell animal health diagnostic center for questions – https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-
diagnostic-center 

 

 

file://sf-ext-onond01.serverfarm.cornell.edu/onondaga/cceshare/Agriculture/AVian%20Flu/%E2%80%93%20https:/www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center
file://sf-ext-onond01.serverfarm.cornell.edu/onondaga/cceshare/Agriculture/AVian%20Flu/%E2%80%93%20https:/www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center


 

 

 
 
Second Presentation by  
Dr. Elisha Frye, DVM, DACVPM, Assistant Professor of Practice, Veterinary Support Services, 
Animal Health Diagnostic Center, College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

You will see large drops in feeding and lactation.  Nasal Discharge. And, thick colostrum. And, Barn cats 
died or disappeared. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

USE SCREW TOP VIALS –  

 



 

 

 

 

 
Third Presentation by  
Dr. Samuel D. Alcaine, Ph.D., Associate Professor - Dairy Fermentations, Food Science, Cornell 
University  
 



 

 

 

 

15 sec HTST not 30min 



 



 

 

Raw Milk Producers  <30d for testing so bulk milk testing will be completed before the 60d aging. 

 



 

 

Implement if you are in a state positive for HPAI .. but have it ready acquire it before it is needed. 

 



 

 

Fourth Presentation by 

Alan Bjerga, Executive Vice President, Communications and Industry Relations, National Milk 
Producers Association  
 
Focus on  
Consumer Reaction to HPAI Animal -Human consumer health concerns. Luckily, the media is not 
sensationalizing this outbreak.  We need to deal with the legitimate concerns but not inflate the 
problem.  

Animal health concern but do we have a human health concern? Not as of yet but it is being carefully 
monitored to be certain we do not have a human health concern. 

Raw milk needs to be considered carefully and tested continually.  

This is not a consumer health safety issue.  

Continued communication across USDA, Government Officials, Veterinarians, Diary Community and 
public. NMPF.ORG  HPAI resources at https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/. 

Eventually HPAI outbreaks will enter the policy making category.  NMPA will be part of those talks. 

-- 

Questions and Answers Moderated by   

Ashley, NY Farm Bureau  

https://www.nmpf.org/resources/hpai/


Has there been any testing of dairy cows so far in the Northeast? 

Elisha Frye 01:07 PM from Cornell’s Animal Health Diagnostic Center  

Yes, since Saturday, we have tested over 100 milk samples for lactating animals crossing state 
lines at the Cornell vet diagnostic lab, and they have all been negative. 

 

Can bulk tanks be sampled or only individual cows? 

Elisha Frye 01:06 PM  

Currently USDA is not allowing / discouraging bulk tank milk HPAI PCR testing, but that may 
change 

 

Can you share a website where veterinarians and farmers can get more information about testing? 

Elisha Frye 01:11 PM  

https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center/news/testing-cattle-
highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai 

 

Are Producers allowed to send in samples for HPAI testing?  I thought only veterinarians may sample 
and send in milk for testing, just so I am clear. 

Elisha Frye 01:02 PM  

Yes, only veterinarians can submit the samples to NAHLN laboratories. 

 

Is bulk tank testing an appropriate way to monitor herd infection if no symptomatic cows are present? 

Elisha Frye 01:01 PM  

Currently the USDA is not allowing / discouraging bulk tank milk testing, but that may change 
soon. 

 

How easy, or hard, is it for a dairy producer to easily test some cows for this, especially considering that 
there can be asymptomatic cows out there? Can a producer easily get testing kits for this? 

Elisha Frye 01:03 PM  

The USDA is mandating that the HPAI PCR only be performed at a NAHLN laboratory. There 
are no kits available and I do not think there will be a kit any time soon for this virus. 

 

https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center/news/testing-cattle-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center/news/testing-cattle-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-health-diagnostic-center/news/testing-cattle-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai


How challenging would it be to get a simple test out there for farmers? I ask because the spread in 
asymptomatic cattle may be wider than thought?  

 We do not have one at this point but samples can be sent to the testing centers and results 
returned within a week at this point. 

 

LF Bioenergy is following F.A.R.M. biosecurity protocols on its RNG sites (clean clothing/boots, clean 
vehicles, not going on multiple sites in a day etc.) - anything else we should be aware of? 

Do a risk assessment for your farm.  Cover all traffic pattens to onto the farm, have a plan ready to be 
implemented and communicate it to all farm workers and visitors. Industry professionals going from 
farm to farm – cleaning and disinfect tires, clean & disinfected boot covers. 

 

How widespread is the practice of feeding broiler chicken house litter to cows? how is it sanitized? 

Thomas Overton 01:09 PM  

Extremely rare and I am not aware of any in the Northeast. 

 

Can you comment on the somatic cell count pattern on the farms known to have the infection? 

Elisha Frye 01:31 PM  

In one farm, there was a jump of approximately 50,000 SCC during the outbreak. I do not have 
any individual animal SCC though 

CDC information and statistics on H5N1 https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-summary.htm 

 

Can we talk about keeping birds out of feed rooms, bans, mows etc.  Practical restrictions. 

Contact: Wild bird mitigation. 

USDA Wildlife Services – Programs to keep wild birds away from Dairy Farms.   

CCE Onondaga is reaching out the our local Wildlife Services to coordinate prevention methods 
on farms. 

Will animals going to county fairs need a clean CVI within 10 days of the event?  

Yes, but if animals are coming from out of state, they have to meet the federal order.  And, if the 
situation changes the requirements will change. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-summary.htm


This is the season for school farm tours - should these school field trips be discontinued at the present 
time if the farm is located in a state that has not had a positive case of HPAI yet?  

With no positive cases in NYS. Farm tours can continue with biosecurity in place.  Keep in mind 
foot traffic can spread disease. 

 

Pasteurization process and safety of operations? 

multiple monitoring and recording keeping in place to ensure that pasteurization is being done 
properly and checked frequently for efficacy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	AVIAN INFLUENZA AND WILD BIRDS - Right Click on a link below for that information

