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Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County

Watershed Volunteer Description

Position Title:  CCEOC Master Watershed Steward Volunteer (Trainee)
Description of Project (or Purpose of Position): 
To provide community volunteers and leaders with an unbiased education on watershed related topics based on research and reliable experience. CCEOC Watershed volunteers will assist the CCEOC Environment Program and local watershed organizations in studies of the local watersheds of Onondaga County. Participants will engage in stewardship projects that may include, but are not limited to, creation of outreach materials, educational events, stream walks, stream assessments, stream monitoring, riparian buffer planting projects, stream conservation and stream restoration projects. 
Benefits:

· Participate in basic and advanced training sessions on topics including watershed planning, volunteer watershed monitoring, assessing and inventorying, hydrology, stormwater and floodplain management, green infrastructure, leadership and communication skills, and stakeholder involvement techniques.
· Gain strategies, skills, and resources for successful watershed management.  
· Meet, learn from, and build a network of peers and professionals working on watershed issues. 
· Gain strategies, skills, and resources for successful watershed management.
· Maintain involvement with the New York CCE Master Watershed Steward program post-training as mentors to new trainees, watershed outreach volunteers, as contributors to the website, etc.

Responsibilities (or Tasks):  
· Watershed Volunteers will provide support to the CCEOC Environment Program educators on stream/watershed related projects in Onondaga County. 
· Assist with the collection of data in implementation of stream projects they are participating in.

· Design and carry out a 40-hour volunteer watershed project that benefits watersheds in Onondaga County (or and/or New York State).  
· Assist with presenting /relating findings of projects to the program participants and possibly the public.

· Attend regular meetings and trainings related to project work that they are participating with.

Supervised by: CCEOC Environment Program Coordinator and Water Quality Educators
Anticipated Audience: Participants will interact with the public through programs, projects and events. CCEOC serves all members of Onondaga County, and as such, there is anticipation that volunteers may work with people of all age levels, including minors, individuals over age 56, and/or individuals with disabilities.
Expected Results: Onondaga County residents will be better informed on using a watershed approach to protect water resources. Extend the capability of the CCEOC Environment program staff in conducting outreach campaigns, stream research, conservation, and restoration projects within the watersheds of Onondaga County.
Training and Support: The CCEOC Watershed Volunteer Trainee will receive the following training and ongoing support:
· Orientation to the Cornell Cooperative Extension System, its mission and that of the Master Watershed Steward Volunteer program
· Trainings and coursework on topics including: watershed planning, volunteer watershed monitoring, assessing and inventorying, hydrology, stormwater and floodplain management, green infrastructure, leadership and communication skills, and stakeholder involvement techniques.
· Receive ongoing technical support and any additional training updates from the CCEOC’s Environment Program educators.

Reporting: Report quarterly hours to the CCEOC Environmental Educator documenting time and activities (blank log sheets to be provided.) Provide accurate and complete information on any data sheets used for field projects and other stewardship activities.
Time Commitment: In exchange for training, a CCEOC Master Watershed Steward Volunteer Trainee is required to commit to 40 volunteer/project hours over the duration of the 10-month program period. Each participant completes a learning project on a topic of special interest. Volunteer/project hours can include any time working on that project and assisting with other projects. Once the training program is completed, volunteers are required to contribute 20 hours of community service per year to maintain their status as an active Master Watershed Steward.  
Qualifications: 
· Basic interest and enthusiasm for the outdoors and the natural environment, specifically protecting water resources;
· Interest in sharing gained knowledge with the public;
· Must be able to work well as part of a team and independently;

· A time schedule compatible with program activities;

· Well developed interpersonal and communication skills a plus.

Level of Background screening required:  
· Reference Check – All Enrolled Volunteers  

· Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) Check – Enrolled Volunteer responsibilities involving transportation of others, or use of their own vehicle while conducting CCE business 
· Criminal Background Check – All Enrolled Volunteers
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Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.
If you need special assistance, please contact our office. 

